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Fall Quarter 2021 NPS Awards 
Carl E. and Jesse W. Menneken Annual Faculty Award for Excellence in Scientific Research – 
Associate Professor Di Zhang, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering (for highly 
meritorious research) and Professor Marcello Romano, Department of Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering (for significant and sustained contributions) 
  
The Richard W. Hamming Teaching Award – Dr. David Alderson, Department of Operations 
Research 
  
The Lieutenant Commander David L. Williams Outstanding Professor Award – Dr. Shannon Brown, 
Center of Homeland Defense and Security 
  
The Louis D. Liskin Award for Teaching Excellence in the Graduate School of Defense Management 
– Dr. Erik Helzer, Department of Defense Management 
  
The Louis D. Liskin Award for Academic Excellence – Capt Mitch Mickley, USAF and Maj Jordan 
Reid, USMC 
  
Conrad Scholar Award for Distinguished Academic Achievement in Financial Management – CDR 
Marty Burns, USN and LT Patrick Eberhart, USN 
  
Department of the Navy Award for Academic Excellence in Financial Management – LT Patrick 
Eberhart, USN and Capt Spencer Morris, USMC 
  
Astronaut Michael J. Smith, and Astronaut William C, McCool, Astronautics Award – LCDR Kyle 
Decker, USN 
  
CDR Philip A. Murphy-Sweet Memorial Award for Excellence in Acquisition – LCDR Michael 
Wiesman, USN 
  
The Graduate School of Defense Management Faculty Outstanding International Student Award – 
LTC Tuomas Pernu, Finnish Army 
  
The Louis D. Liskin Award for Excellence in Regional Security Studies – Maj Barbara Denise Vayda, 
USAF 
  
The Outstanding United States Air Force Graduate Award, Department of National Security Affairs 
– Maj Barbara Denise Vayda, USAF 
  
The International Student Award for Excellence in Regional or Security Studies – Major Mijung Chu, 
Republic of Korea Air Force and Major Galih Kusumayuda, Indonesian Air Force 
  
Monterey Peninsula Council of the Navy League LCDR Tom Winant Highest Academic Achievement 
– CDR Matthew Sevier, USN 
  
Captain David S. Bill, Jr., Leadership Award – CDR Matthew Sevier, USN 
  
The Space Systems Engineering Award for Academic Excellence – CDR Matthew Sevier, USN 
  
Marine Corps Association Superior Service Award for Outstanding U.S. Marine Student – Maj David 
Richey, USMC 
  
Air Force Association Award for Outstanding U.S. Air Force Student – Lt Col Regan F. Lyon, USAF 
  
The Pat Tillman Leadership Award – Lt Col Regan F. Lyon, USAF 
  
The Military Officers Association of America Joint Service Warfare Award – Maj Daniel Finkenstadt, 
USAF 
  
The First Command Military Leadership Award – Prof Paul Lester 
  
Naval Postgraduate School Superior Service Award – Maj Christopher DarConte, USAF 
  
Association of the United States Army, General Joseph W. Stilwell Chapter, Award for Outstanding 
Army Student – MAJ Kevin A. Butler, USA 
  
The Surface Navy Association’s Award for Excellence in Surface Warfare Research – LT Monica 
Lavris, USN 
  
Naval Intelligence Foundation, Admiral Bobby Ray Inman Award for Outstanding Performance in 
the Field of Intelligence – LT Michael Canavati, USN 
  
Foreign Area Officer Association Award for Excellence in International Affairs – Maj David James 
Butler, USAF 
  
Naval Sea Systems Command Award for Excellence in Combat Systems – LT Rochelle Clark, USN 
  
Naval Sea Systems Command Award for Excellence in Systems Engineering – LT Edward A. Anuat 
USN 
  
The Jack J. Jensen Meteorology and Oceanography Award – LCDR Michael Becker, USN 
  
Military Operations Research Society Stephen A. Tisdale Graduate Research Award – ENS Carissa 
Baldwin, USN 
  
Chief of Naval Operations Award for Excellence in Operations Research – ENS Braedon Mead, USN 
  
Naval Supply Systems Command Award for Academic Excellence Management – LT Samuel Adjei, 
USN 
  
The Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Acquisition) Award for Academic Excellence – Capt Lee 
Whitworth, USAF 
  
Distinguished Professor Kenneth J. Euske Dean’s Medal for Innovative Contribution to National 
Defense, and the Graduate School of Defense Management – Capt Matthew Marshall, USAF 
  
RADM Donald R. Eaton Logistics Award for Outstanding Achievement – Maj Keith Rudolf, USMC 
  
The Curtis H. “Butch” Straub Achievement Award – Ms. Alana Tornello, NYC Department of Health 
& Mental Hygiene 
  
Meyer Award for Outstanding Student in Systems Engineering (Distance Learning) – CDR Zachary 
N. Capacete, USN and Ms. Lauren L. Reichert, Naval Surface Warfare Center Indian Head Division 
  
Meyer Award for Teaching Excellence in Systems Engineering (Distance Learning) – Mark M. 
Rhoades, Department of Systems Engineering 
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